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When Fifteen Women
Decide to Make a

A DIFFERENCE
The Founding ofShalom Task Force
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. an)' \\'()n1:oUl ......ho 11:U (\ott duimJ me conmuncr for

me. Bikur OKlliln, Mocl"lCl" DaUghlC!" brunch. or the
. Auction. and she willldl)'OO thaI only anotht-r

....'OUWl rouragcous coough to St(J) forw.mi in .such a 10k an
apllrtOalc the: shccr CtlOlTnilYof [Iv:: Cl'ik. To be-: hones!, I'm usu­
ally II'll: pareIll who voIumecrs for d'IC I:l:Sks d.,1t an: mllC'-limiu:d
- likt snring me. ubk ()( Sluffing m\wpcs. Since I'm a bit
dugrinro about this dd".al in Illy voIum~ngthu:sholcl, I w.I$

plnicularly fascinaled -aetmIUy. _ntand astonished -when
I l~rncd ofa group ofW'Oll"lClI \'OhllllttfS who have done SOlHe­

thing Imly oaraordinary. TIley ll.,\,ccofllc together as volulllttrS
nOi for a few weeks. nOl even for a few momhs, but imagine this
- how about for fifieen YC-dl1? Soumis like fiaion? It's nOI. Ie's
the Story behind the (oU/uling ofShalolll Task Force, an organi­
1.3tion founded.laundlcd. alld managed by a decliclted group of
womell vO[Ul\{ccrs - all of them as busy:lS you and me - for
year after~ after ~dr, and they arc still going strong.

In the Beginning '"
MIs. Nechama Wolfson of W'TCIlCl:, l\'Y, is presc:nuy ute:

presidefll of the board of dirca:on of Shalom Task Foro:. and
shl::'J brxn an aan~ bdcr sino: ilS Ytt)' l:q;innings.~ grolCdUl­
Iy avoidJ r.illting about ltend£. and much paf~ 10 discuss IlOW
many Olhcr incredible V.'Ul11Cll lla\~ made .$haIon1 Task Foro:

possibk. but an imCTCSIing dling holppcns v.1lC11C\'CI")'OO t.uk
to any of~ womm, Man)· begin the colwcr5ation by
saying $OIIlahing Iik: -We jotncd~~ of Ntchang, ~
or ~I goI: in\uh'Cd bccIusc N«hama asW me to,~ or -I\~

5n)'Cd invoked all dlCSt' )'CafS becltlst' Ncdwlla is 11v:
IllOSl dfmi\~ bdtr )\~ C\'tt S«Il. and whm shes in
dwgc, dlcrc.s real progIl'$S.~ So as milch as NedWll<1
would prefer this Stol)' to indudconly apassing com­
llIen( on Iler role, it mllSt Ix S<l.id, it all began witb

her. I :ukcd Nccbam<l 10 lake us back to the vel)' be-
ginning. before there W"dS even a conCC-pt ofan orgdniza­

cion dediGited 10 mccting the ntt<1s ofli1lrl/f.tmilies coping
wilh domestic violence criSC$. SIll: TCGIlls: "For some I"C'd­
son, dtat )'Clr /IIY dlildrcn were in ami om of dlot' olfICC
of dleir pediatrician, Dr. Hylton Lighultan. Every time I
went there. dlot' dooor mel his then wife would lell me.

'Look ....'C lla\~ a problem with donx:sli<; :Wwc in our
mmmunit)~ and \~ ItI\'C to do somnhing about il:
-At the time. Dr. Lighun'lII was giving of his SttVic:es pro

bono to a kosher shelter called 'Transition Center' run by the
Jewish Bcwd. of F.1I11ily and. Oli1drcns Services. He loid me

that in his nw:dicll praclitt Iv: was scring jewish reli­
gious WOOICll and du1drcn who 'A'CfC bruised. coping
'Aim lembinilU;llions. &en dwugh he: didni know

me wdl, 1v:'1I tell you that he 'just had a sense about
me: So he kepi badgering me::

I asked Dr. lighullan why he: had w:oed in 011

:
~~i~~~~~ Ned);HI1:l10 be his aIIy:lnc! advoclle in dtis causc- so illl-port:lm to him. He responded, ~As I saw litany Orthodox

victims of domcstic :tbuse. I knew I 11:Id to Foet other ....'Omen
from dlC OOIIulIunity invol\'ed. but I soon dis<:ovcrcrl tll,u tbis

was a problem for whidl the majority of people weJl' ignordtl1
<llld in denial. TIK'Y didn't know how 10 address the romplcxity
of the religious ami haladlic iSSllt'S dlal arose.

"I 10_ Ntchantl was thl.' righl penon for Ihis problem. A
group of nlCll mu!dn't M~ done: dlC s;ailV: dling as .....hal dlCSt'
.....omen acetIInpJished. Nedl:uJ1a :md the Oliler women she rc­

cruilcd dcvdopcd illlo a dosc:-knit warm group 'A1lO ....'CfC able
10 do inaftiibly posici\~ dlings for Kbl Yiwad:

Nedl:uJ1a bughs ....1ltn she rememben how Dr. LighUll:uJ
pu~ucd Iler until silt finally lCSpondcd. ~Dr. LighUll:uJ .....as rc­

Iendcs:s,:Inc! after listening 10 him dosdy 0\'Cf a period oftillie, I
was lI\O\m I decided, in August of 191)2, to :t55C.'mbk: a group of
people to begin the d~on: \XIIlal can and should ....-e do for
observant ....,omen and dliklren. rdllctam to come forward .. wlto
are in 1I1is terrible situation of domCSli<; abuse? \'(fe now know
that this is a prcssingconce.m, and 110 onc is talkingabom it, and
rdb/)is are not addressing it either. [t'S lhe sccr<:1 Utat no one is
H,lking about, but evef}'OlIe knows.

"'1 C"dlled some \vornen and their hltsOOllds I knew from the
oonullunity - someone \'(:1)' activ<; in Harulah, and a social
worker, peopk wllO were rcsponsible and rc.speaed in dlot'mIII­
mUllit),. I knl.'W dlattar.hOll(' ofdlClll mukl be: mISted. Wcdidn',
know wllal \\'C were going 10 do; it WAS rcally a bbck box.

"AI our lim meeting. a toOO of fiftttrl people, including tlv:
doaor:lnc! his fOllller wife, mysdf, my husband. and one ofmy
cbuglilen. .lSSanbkd in my living room. E\'CI)'OIIC had dilfercut
reasons for bring there. One of dlC- worum was there because
Ixr sister had been~ in her marriage. Also proem wali tlv:
tllCfl-direaor of me Transition Center. Barbara H.uris. She g;r.~

us Ult ABCs of domcstic vioIcntt and it was :rv.ful. We w~re

alIso oal\~. Wc c.nd.urcd man)' sle~plcs:s nighlS after hearing the
p;boful Slorlcs. ~

A Man of Action
111C group oominued. rIleaing regubrly. ~For dle fim fcw

1Il0mhs, we lIlet at the home ofE.sdll.T Wein .. gr.lIlddaugluer of
the bte Rabbi Shimon SdtWdb, ZfZ'7,~ rememlxrs Nedwna.
~Esther is all imponam women's teadler.. TIH:se meeting> we:re
seriOlls work.. and although it \\"~S t<:mpting wh<:11 WOnl<:n got
togethcr to ntake it aboUt tile food, it IVdSn't a IC"d parI)' - I re­

member dlOlt she ....,ould SCI'\'I': cold \Vdt<:r all() dlOCOlate-eovcrcd
almonds!

~rn lilC beginning, W~ weJl' oompltldy O\-erwllot'llllcd by dlot'
wk at IwlC!. \'('e had 10 think of a nanv:,:Inc! \\'C had 10 figure
Out wllal OlIr mission \\'OO1d be, Should ....~ Ix opening up a
sheher? ShOllId ....~ fOCl.lSOIl safe homes, and ifso, could v.~ kcqJ
dlCm Inlly safe for tlv: voIuntC-Cn:lnc! wOlllen in\"w..n1? Should
v.'C do trC;llllIC-llI, prC\'ClIli-.-e cdllcnion. Of shOlild OlIr mission
Ix 10 cdUCl.IC the rabbis about this hiddc:n problem in our oom­
munit)~ We had nl:uJY meetings and disarssiolls with C\-eryonc
brainstorming until 'M: finally dc:cidcd 10 focus OIl 1\\0'0 things
10 stan with; \\~ natTOI\n1 0luscM:s down 10 suning dlt lim
domcstic:Wwc refcrral hotline thai would scn~ the Orthodox
ronununity, and to dcYdoping a cumalillm fOf p!'C\'Cr\Ovc edu­
cnion for)'OlIrtg WOIIICll in high .schools and seminaries.

"We brainstormed 0\'Cf.scvcr.u nlC-tting> about wnal name
\\'C would dlOOSC. TIlt whole idea was 10 CllroUr.!8C people to
OOlllC for.""rd withom Sligm::t. We finally decided 011 'Sllalot-ll
Task Force.' - 'shalom'spC"dks for ilSdr, ,md <It dlat time, tlltre
weI'( few 'task forces' and tile COllllOt:uion was that we \\'(:re g0­

ing to <Iduall),dosometlling.llle btt Rdmctzill Ydmdis Perlow,
wife of Ih<: Novomillsker Rcbbe, Ztl'7, once. told tlI<; tllat shc

'''I



• using children 10 relay al>usive messages
Financial Abuse - exOlmples include:

• witbllolding money and access to money
• preveilling someone from working or taking away
someone's salary
• making somcone beg for money, e\'en for groceries
• requiring accoUluabililY for all money spen!.

Pbysica.l Abuse - examples include innicling l>odily
harm upon someone by;

• Ililling or slapping
• kicking or punching
• puslling or shoving
• duowillg objeclS
• pulling hair
• Iwisting arms
• choking
• nipping
• refusing 10 provide medical assistance 10 someone.

Im,id~View

E..S1her Wein, lhe noted lecturer from LaWteilCt, NY, a flOIm
mucllor who is sought after across lhe Q)untry for her sluimml,
was: one ofIhe original m board members. Shc rclIccts back 10

lhose e:trly mcctings in hcr hOllle and lhe hornes ofother women
in tilt Five Towns colllnlllnity:

"II all stanCIl wilh Ncdunm Wolfson, who is a grt:ll orga­
nizer and frieud of minc. Al tllC limc I w.tS in my latc lV..entic.s,
and a new mom, and Nccllallia was older than mc. I a(Lnircd
hcrso llludl-sitc was really a g("l-lhings-<!onc killd ofpc~n.
Nccllama I'COldted om 'Uld brought togelher all these womC1l

-.

it will wgc us 10 do
sonv:thing more about it."

Another OIlC of Mrs. WO!&OnS
ronkrmoc mcmoric:s: "'The influential Rabbi Shmuel Dimon,
&om Karlin-&olin, anofficr vay impornult spake, told me af..
ler Ult confcrcoct, 'Mrs. Wolfson, tim is historic. An organita­
lioll like Shalom Task Foret muld nC\'a M1: been cscablishcd by
:ul}'OI1C OOICf dlOln by a group ofwomen, because)OJ. aren'r po­
Iiucal.' He was riglu. Weweren'l pointing a fingcr ar anyone. We
\\~ a group of diverse women, able 10 cross boundaries. ....itll
noagcnda acqlllOdogood and raiseawarcncss. Wea also OC':\'Cr

before gatllcn:d such a di\1:rsc group of...Obis; infO ooe room. He
valued so much dlOll lhis lIICC1ing had I:Ikcn plao:."

You nl:lY h.,ve :I. sUfpicion or worry aboul a friend or fam­
ily member being wuscd, blll often ils hard 10 know for sure.
Be panicuhrly COllCtma! if )'011 fed lhal viaim is being [solum
from f:uuil)' and friends againsl her wilL You might sense tllOIt slle's
friglltened. and uneasy. 11lC whok sadness of the abused ....omall is;
tllal she feels Cll100n-.wcd. 10 admit tI'lal tllClCS abuse alld she will
do C\nytlling in IICf pa.ver 10 kap it a SC'CRt_ In 1I'lOS1 abuse CISC:S

tile ....UllCIl ;u'C very good OIl bcing c:xnm.1dy secretive. Here arc
sonlt rat £bg1; Ulal akn )'011 10 t1lC possibility ofCOIlctm;

EmoOooa1Abtac -examples include:
• ridiculing and calling SOIlleOne names
'llI;oongtllfCalS
• bdilllingsonlC'OOCS abilities
• ailiciling 01' insulting COt'\SQnu)'
• isobting SOIllC'OOC fTor-al liicnds and fami~'

• pultingsonlCOOe in fe-.ar; using looks. aaions. gcsturt:s;

spe-.OOng in a loud \"Oicc

RED FlAGS - WHAT COULD BE CONSIDERED ABUSE!

Ribono shel Olam should have I/achas and say, 'This is
lhe home of my beloved ehildren, bnd Yisr,;u:l u'bnos
Yisrad - Alii Yisrael.,..

TIlt lasl queslion asked of IUv f'-.anl OIl me oonkr­
wet was from Rabbi Hollander.

'" bmcd widl pain um aflcmoon tllOIt tllC
Jewish family, L1)( 0nJ1Odox Jewish F.uuily, is; not

rrally wllCfC': wc would wam il to be. How is; it mat
tile Torah docs IlOl aa as a shidd agaillSl vioImct
by physical,~, ps}'choklgical means - C1using
1ZU"10 any penon and ctr'CrinIy 10 ooc;; wife? How
is it dial dial whidl\\1:depcndcd 00 to be dlC waD of
pI'OfmXwl apparelltly is IlOl WOOOllg?~

Rav Palll responded, MI tlunk Ulat tI)( kashdJ is; SIIOfWt
than any loroa tllal could be gi\'nl ~. lis a painfullashdJ.
We arc otpOS('d ro a socict}. and inAuenctd by il, and of00UI1C,

dlCfC is; liltJ~ h;,r~ and C\~e kncr.o.'S dlat R:.r" YlSr.ld
Salamer said dlal iI's czier 10 Icam Lluoo:gll aU of Sll2f titan it
is 10 dtarlgc ooe middJL So. micklas is something Ulal has to
be worked on ronstandy. And, if \\1: don'l do rnal. and we don'l
suess il in dlt cducauon of tile dlildrm when dJCy'n" )OJ.ng­
w1lCl1 L1tey'n" bodlUnill, when ulC)"reJ~" - if \\1: doo't
stress tllat dlC ibris 10 IWIJCdr"ilslJ IJifihrdilll IwtlililSdl, vM
IwtUlSdI lJifi'kudlIl/Jifmti:*kJrILllC main thing is; 001 bming
!lUi raulCf aaion, aod die main tiling is nor action but ratller
dwaael !railS], ifwc don'l S1ress tllal enough, if \\1: don'llJonor
middosmore Ihan scltolarsllip, ifw~ doni pul a lligh premiullI
011 mid,las lOIns; \\1: willllOl\"C': Ihis; kind ofprobIWl whidl is very
painfuL Its a dulllll Has/JaIl.

"TIle impression lllOll a !xtl Tor.Ul bves - a /onllX! Tor.lh,
an Onhodox Jew lCOlvcs - is based 011 !xtiJ;l(/;un l'dlaly:iro­
his honesty, imcgrily, kindness, his Inllhfillness, his erllt:f. It hum
liS very, very milch ifwe 5t'e be breaches il. TIIC greal lII:1a/:l1I of
schobrshill' of Iomr!IlS bTor./h. bccomes a duSaron if tllere's a
1<tCk in lite bt.~i, :tdul1l'dmT:iro pM! of dle Torah.

'Till glad, R:Jbbi Hollander, Ill:lt you poimed thisOUL. Maybe

AQuestion "ith No Answer
On 1\<lay I, 1996. dlOCl.ly after slanillg tI'lC houine, Ihis

tcam of dc:diClled women organitcd a pivOial conference
for lhe Onhodox cOlllmllflily and Ihe fUlllre of STF.
They assembled 175 r.tbbis from the lfi-st';1le area for a
conference on domestic abuse held .n Ihe Fiflh Avenue
Synagogue in New York. The keynOie speaker was R....v
Avraham Pam.. zn~/, Rodl Yeshivah of Torah Vodaalh.
Other speakers were Rabbi Abraham Twerski, MD; Rabbi
Ttvi Hersh Weinreb, PhD; and Rabbi Dr. Sol ROlh, Rav
of tile Fiftll Avenue Synagogue. Rav I'am opened dIe con­
ference. Tile organiurs of Ihe conference Ihought that he
was going to give dil'rd br.lchab, your basic shon "be
well and be succeSlful" illlfoduclOry speech. Nechama
vividly lemembers that monlent today;

"It was so incredible. Rav Pam spoke for twenty min­
utes, and from a transcript of the conference, we still
appreciale his final words before he sat down and then
joined us for Ihe enlire conference, including answer­
ing very important queSiions from lhe rabbis in allen­

dance. ft

"AI lhe Rcbbctzin n"ICCling. n"IC6t of lhose ancoding \\~ in
disbdief - 'NO( in my COIul1Iunil)"; 'NOl in our ~hivah'­
and I W,lS so proud ofIhem lhal theyCllllC. \'('e cUdn'l ttafuc, be­
fOR'wcopmcd Ult hodine, ...... lal ....1: ....~dcaling wilh. Rcbbctzin
Weinberg spokt from her personal ocpcriwce. and shes a crnfible
\\Ullan. Silt tells il C\U)' lime she qJClks: 'When' askd my ra­
ther, Rav Yaakov Rl.ldcnll<ll\, ZlZ~/, Rash Yeshivah ofNer 1sr.Ic1, if
!hey had dlis problem in Europe and ifso. w11a1 cUd !hey do, he
s:Jid tilt)' jusl dosed lilt ShUllCfS.'

MWe opened die referral horunc in me bcginningof'95. We
buill tltis up wry sIov."y. We nttdcd 1000 tltis riglu-r«ruil me
right people. nlOlkc sure tllC)' ....~ wd.I minrd andpruf~
supeniscd In 1994, OIl aooc.herronf= in New Yorl Gl)'oo
domestic abuse, olle of LIlt spcakcn was: an 0nI~ ....·oman,
Dr_ OICl)" K...mer, PhD, a.sociod.....oom- \\itll eighlttll)nfS 01­

periCllCle ....orking in domestic abuse.. She was:~ 10 be part of
ourdfon .. and soon hdpcd lIS mun fourgroups of\~UIICll for the
hoUirK. TWnlly1)lK' women Ir.ainm in the first group.~

loved ShOllol1l T;l$k 1Ua: Ixciuse, she said, 'I 'lP 10 many meet­
ings. All tllis edk. nothing gct5 done. You OIre accomplishing \'a}'

imporwll Ihin~!' ~

TIle ncxt courAgcous slep WAS raising public awareness.
Nechama slilI vividly remembers dle first public funclion
slle IlOSlcd. "We called a Illccling in my home in Ihe spring
of '93, and fony prominem Rtbbenins from Ihe New York
arc:l came! Rcbbenin Chana Wrinberg, wife of Ihe I.lle Rosh
Yeshivah from Ncr Yisroel, Rosh Yeshivah Rabbi Yaakov
Weinberg, zn"/, in Ballimore, was the first one (0 raise Ihe
nag in the Jewisll communiry. Prior 10 dUs mccling, she had
mn wilh Rav Pam and olher rabbis 10 discuss the problem.
RdJbcI:ziJl$ Slarled calling one anOlher and inviting one an­
oLlu:r 10 1111: mccling, and inu~rcsl S\~lIcd.

Most of those attending were in disbelief­

'Not in my community'; 'Not in our yeshivah'

- and Iwas so proud of them that they came.

We didn't realize, before we

opened the hotline, what

we were dealing with
Rav Pam's Words

"Today. ,he Sllaloll1 Task Force is
an address where Ihere was no address
before. A I'elephone call can be made.

And these nashim rzitlkoniyos (righteous
women], Illese dear ladies, will refer Ihem

to a Row, lO somebody who will listen
lO Ihem, alld help Ihem, show
Ihem a way OUI of dlC~ir dilemma.
And droru will be made lO sal-

vage Llle shalolll Inyis, 10 bring in unity
in Llle home, and Ihe joy Ihal sllOuld Jxo in Ihe

.~=j~~=::"_-:B:~_.!:.=:31i2~:"'_-:L~J~J,ewish home, and lhe Shechinah should be
, able to n:side in IhOll home.

"I wish tllem success 10 restore Ihe dig­
niry, the kcrlushah of dle Jewish home.
There should onl)' be harmon)· and love

among all the members of fhe family, and Ihe



who had different strengths. She balanced OUI people like me Additionally, the hotlinc provides referrals and a listening car
who arc strong-minded and active, with olhcr \\.'Omen who arc for such personal and filmil)' concerns as substance abuse;
very sculcd. r.lke-it-slow types. We all had great respca for one gambling; bcrC~l\'Clllcnl; hospice Clre; eating {Iisordcrs; kids
;morner. ;u risk; infenility and adoption; marriage and f.ullily thcr.l-

"\'(/hal Ncch;um did, which was brilliant, is she delegated py; and social services like housing, food stamps, rdoc:uion,
a job to absolutely everyone. nlcse were serious lllc<:tings clothing, (urnimre, and cmploymclIf assisl<Illce. Although
where we gOI things done. For cx:llllplc. when we decided the majority of assistance for SfF niH comcs from dcdicncd
to initi~te a hotline, Illy jot> was to SCt up the phone sys- volunteer advocates who "woman~ the hotline si;.;ty-thrcc
tcm and the toll-frec numl>cr, and anotller woman was in hours per week, a small handful of paid sr-.Jfhave now joined
charge of the slogan, and someone else handled publicity and the folrl, to help SfF expand its work into much neooed and
graphic design, We were very methodical. We didn't jump appreciated serviccs sudl as worJuhops for engagoo couples;
il1lo anything. We delil>crated on the name and slogan for a programs for kallah teadters. Rcbbertins, mellral health pro-
long time. NedlaJlla slowed everything down, which is to her fCS5ionals and school personnel in the Jewish communiry;
credit. She wouldn't do anything fast, and she was a thous,md and even dynamic, imeractive prC5entations now in demand
perccm right. in ooth yesllivos and seminarics, to offer our young people

"We were really call1ious. She ;Ipproached it wilh setlSitiv- edllcuion on healthy COIIUllllllication.
ily, professionally, carefully. with the job and its parameters Esther Friedman, a former volunteer for twelve years and
and implications totally understood. No one ever arguc<l. Shalom Task Force's director of Marital E<lucation, is quick to

there was no IIl.1dIJok~s; there was always open discussion clarify a common misconception about Shalom Task Force:
between all of us. \'(Ie did our pan and we sllick witlt it for "People think that what SfF docs isdomcstiCllbllsc. But it's
not JUSt days or weeJu, but for years." so much more than that. Our rcal gool is to promote healthy

Incredibly, seventy percent of the core staff of fifteen vol- family rellltionsilips. \Vhetller it's educating marriageable-age
unleers who trained in 1992, when tile hot.linc began, arc still girls about how 10 recognize pOlemial concerns in "sltiddllck
volunteering on tile hotline. 111e hotline now operates alit of or it's teaching healthy ellgllged couplcs how to resolve conflict
severnl locations throughout the fi\'e boroughs, with expand- and be able to talk about diffiolll subjocts, or its responding
ed hours, responding to thousands ofcalls since ( to a womall who calls tile hotline bccluse shes the victim of
thc hotline began. Many of these Cllls:u:e in re- \ domestic abuse. or it's e"en c<lucaling ninth- and

spollselOadomcsticviolenccsilll<llion. cg-"'" lentil-grade yr:shiv;/h Ixx:Jwnin and boys ill bcis
___. mr:dr.lsJlon anger management and comnm-

'II knew Nechama was the U -- nicnion skills-it all falls underlhe umbrella
.....- c:...... of serving lhe Jewish conullunily by incrcas-

right person for this problem. --......... ing skJom in all relationships, however we can

I !I \ Ji.lld WolyS 10 do so.n
A group of men couldn't have
done the same thing as what these 0 The Right Person

I Sh~lom Task Force h"s be-
women accomplished. Nechama and the come a force in the prevention of

h h · ed did . t domcstic abuse in our community,
ot er women s e recrUit eveope In 0 a :lS"..dl as a "..elcollle rcsource for thosc

close-knit warm group who were able to do "..Ol1len and cllildrcn who arc in pain and dcspcmte for assis·
tance. Most oftile women who g:lIhercd togetller in Nechands

incredibly positive things for Klal Yisrael ll hOl1le sixtccn years ago arc still connocted to Shalom Task

_ Dr. Hylton lightman Force. and to one another.
!t is de~r 10 me, after talking with so llIany women dose

10 tile heart and pulse of Shalom Task Force, dlat one of tile
reasons why STF has been so successful in its mission is that the
group ofwomen who came togelher tOSlart STF were first p<ts­
sioll<lle abom strengthening families and our Jewish comlllulli­
ry, and also they acllicvcd sk'/om ~mong themselves, tllrough
diCIT work together rcadling this goal. TIlis c0I\1111imlent has
remained steadfast all through the years. h's not surprising
then tll3t the fruit from this tree is as sweet as the relation­

ships that were [onned fiftccn years ago when Dr.
Ughtman plantc<l the Imt sec<I, aski.ng Nechuna

Wolfson: "\V1ll you help me, help the kltr He asked
the righl person. And dlen Nech~lIIa asked die right

paron, and another right person, and llnolher, and an­
OtllCf, one woman reKllingoUl to another, and all of them.

in Khdus, geuing tllC job done._
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